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"To support the general charge of conspiracy in favor of royalty I know of no particular facts al-ledged against the arrested Members except Pichegru & two or three others. . . . Pichegru is made in the first moment of conversation to unbosom himself entirely to a perfect stranger who had only told him that he came from the Prince of Conde & cou'd not exhibit a single line of testimonial of any sort to prove that he had ever seen that Prince or that he was not a spy employed by some of the enemies of the General.
"This story is repePd by Pichegru's character which has never before been defiFd. Great as were the means he possessed of personal aggrandizement he retir'd clean handed from the army without adding a shilling to his private fortune. It is repePd by his resigning the supreme command, by his numerous victories subsequent to the alleged treason, by its own extreme absurdity & by the fear which his accusers show of bringing him to trial according to the constitution even before a tribunal they can influence & overawe, or of even permitting him to be heard before the prostrate body which is still termed the legislature & which in defiance of the constitution has pronounced judgment on him.
"Yet this improbable & unsupported tale seems to be received as an established truth by those who the day before [his] fall bow'd to him as an idol. I am mortified as a man to learn that even his old army which conquered under him, which ador'd him, which partook of his fame & had heretofore not join'd their brethren in accusing the legislature, now